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MEETING OF THE PARENTS' ASSOCIATION 



MRS. FRANK HUGH MONTGOMERY 
Secretary Parents' Association 



APRIL 19, I905 

After the minutes of the preceding meeting had been read 
and approved, the Executive Committee was enlarged by adding 
four parents, nominated from the floor in accordance with an 
amendment to Article IV of the constitution, proposed at the 
previous meeting. 

The report of the Education Committee was read by Mrs. 
John O'Connor, chairman. She said that the value of the 
Parents' Association depended largely upon the interest it suc- 
ceeded in arousing in the school on the part of the parents, in 
order to make them more familiar with the principles of the 
school, and thus secure their co-operation in bringing the school 
into closer and right relationships with the ideal of the school. 
The work of the Education Committee was to aid this result by 
the stimulation of its own special phases of the work. According 
to the by-laws the work of the Education Committee was "to 
direct the educational interests of the association, particularly 
in the study of the educational principles of the school, and the 
ways in which the association can aid in carrying them out." 
The committee, as appointed by the chairman, has consisted of 
mothers from each grade in the elementary school and the first 
year in the high school, who called and presided at the meeting 
of their special grade or class. The plan has been to discuss the 
particular educational question of the class. The attendance has 
varied from six or seven to eighteen or twenty. The class 
teacher has always been present, and sometimes the special 
teachers, which made the meetings of much more value. 

The first and third grades discussed the question of reading. 
Despite varying opinions on the part of the mothers, all expressed 
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confidence in the judgment of the teacher. The consensus of 
opinion was that, at the end of the third school year the child 
should have acquired the ability to read matter suitable to that 
age. The mothers of the second group took more ethical sub- 
jects, as selfishness, discourtesy, untidiness, carelessness, their 
causes and remedies. The school excursion was also discussed, 
and the suggestion made that the mothers join in the excursion 
in order to lessen the responsibility of the teacher. It was also 
advocated that a study of trees and birds be a feature of these 
excursions. The discussion of excursions extended throughout 
all the grades. It was felt by some mothers that the excursions 
overtaxed the strength of young children. It was clearly shown 
that the work of the school necessitated excursions, and that the 
knowledge gained could be secured by no other means, not only 
in knowledge of facts, but in training of the mind. It was felt 
that the number of teachers should be sufficiently large to secure 
the safety of all, and that the parents should receive notice in 
advance in order to have children better prepared. Another 
subject of discussion was the dramatic work. It was shown by 
the teacher that the work was valuable in developing the imagina- 
tion, the power of expression, and the command of language. It 
was thought that more of the best poetry should be learned by the 
children, and more of the best literature be read to them. In the 
fifth group an additional topic was the question of more sys- 
tematic work in arithmetic and spelling. A vote resulted in a tie 
on the question of arithmetic, and a majority in favor of spelling. 
At the sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade meetings, much 
attention was given to the development of closer unity between 
the elementary and high schools. This was also expressed in 
the meetings of the mothers of the first year of the high school. 
The sense of the high-school meeting was that the work was too 
formal and abstract; that an arrangement by which children 
might choose some handwork, other than the complete course in 
manual training, should be made; that they should have some 
physical science adapted to their needs; that classes in art, 
drawing modeling, and painting should be open to them, and 
music for the whole school. It was felt that both the elementary 
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and high schools could help to bridge the gap between the eighth 
grade and first year of high school. It was also the sense of the 
meeting that the first-year high-school pupils needed more superin- 
tendence from the school, more oversight, and personal advice 
and supervision, that the children should have easier access to 
their instructors and be encouraged to consult them. Also that 
there should be some system of assigning home work. 

Mrs. O'Connor made the following deductions from her 
report: (i) That the Home and Education committees should 
be merged in one. (2) Regular meetings at prearranged and 
stated intervals, say, one at the beginning of each quarter. (3) 
That some plan be devised by which the suggestions of the meet- 
ings be brought to the notice of the Faculty, perhaps by having a 
representative of the Parents' Association at the meetings of the 
Faculty. 

The report of the Home committee was made by Mrs. W. S. 
Jackman, chairman. Mrs. Jackman gave as results of the year's 
work : ( 1 ) Closer knowledge of one another and recognition of 
the fact that the problems of one are the problems of all. (2) 
The necessity of following the child to school, and also the need 
for the teacher to know the child in his home environment. (3) 
Growth toward the conception of the Parents' Association meet- 
ings as platforms for the discussion of educational principles, 
involving environment, characteristics, and tendencies of young 
people, looking for definite action which shall better them, and 
not as an opportunity for fault-finding or discussion of the per- 
sonality of the individual child. Most grades had held two 
meetings, some three under the Home Committee and one meet- 
ing each in the first and second years of the high school. 
Attendance had been one-half to one-third the parents in each 
grade. A great point for consideration was to gain the interest 
of the parents who sent children to school between fourteen and 
sixteen years of age, without inquiring as to what they were 
doing. Interest must be a matter of growth, and the character 
of the meetings must be improved by presenting subjects of vital 
interest, and by inviting speakers who should make the presenta- 
tion of the subject possible. She suggested regular days for 
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meeting or dates for meetings that should be known two or three 
weeks in advance. She recommended that the meetings of the 
coming year be planned together by the chairmen of the com- 
mittees, keeping in mind always the presentation of the two 
sides of the home and the school. The special work of the 
Home Committee should be the physical and hygienic conditions 
surrounding their children, and also their social life. Two 
meetings of the chairmen and secretaries had been held, one in 
October and one in March. The subjects were " Responsibility " 
and "Excursions." It was voted that the teacher should be 
invited to be present and present the work for the ensuing month, 
suggesting supplementary reading or indicating in what way the 
parent might assist the children. This had met with general 
appreciation and gave the best opportunity possible for studying 
the actual work of the school in all its relations. About half the 
meetings had been held in the homes and half in the school. She 
suggested that the papers that were a distinct contribution to the 
subject, as a number of those on responsibility had been, should 
be preserved, and as others were added put into pamphlet form. 
The discussions showed a great diversity in the amount of respon- 
sibility put upon the child, varying from no work at all to a 
carefully planned co-operation in most of the home functions. 
Various methods of developing responsibility, as the care of pets, 
some regular, simple duties, going on errands, gardening, the 
expression of taste in the selection of home decoration and clothes, 
etc., were advocated. It was suggested that the difficulty of 
securing willing service when there were paid employees, might 
be offset by the return in vacation to very simple living, requiring 
the working together of all the family. It was urged that beside 
entering into the life and interests of the children, parents should 
permit and encourage the children to enter into their plans. It 
was asked that the children be given an opportunity to carry out 
the work done in the school in cooking, textiles, and woodwork in 
the home. It was further agreed that homework occupying twenty 
minutes might be given for the fourth to sixth grades, and from 
thirty to forty minutes in the seventh and eighth. In regard 
to the discussions on excursions which were still in process, it was 
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thought that they contributed greatly to the social life of the 
children. The mothers of the seventh grade were anxious to 
secure simple dress at the parties of the children. 

The Home Committee had had an especial interest in guard- 
ing the health of the children, and it was interesting to note that 
arrangements had been perfected to give more special attention to 
the spread of infectious disease. Parents were asked to co-operate. 

The treasurer, Mr. A. V. Booth, made his report for the year. 
One hundred and forty-six members had paid two dollars each, 
making $292.00. The expenditures had amounted to $208.34, 
leaving a balance of $83.66. 

The secretary made an informal report and suggested ways 
of securing and keeping more accurate lists. 

It was voted that the Executive Committee be asked to pre- 
pare a plan for closer co-operation between the Parents' Asso- 
ciation and the Faculty. 

The Nominating Committee made the following report. The 
officers named were afterward duly elected : 

President — Charles A. Heath. 

Vice-Presidents — Arthur J. Mason, Mrs. Frank J. Miller, Dr. John M. 
Dodson. 

Secretary — Mrs. A. W. Moore. 

Treasurer — A. V. Booth. 

Chairman of the Education Committee — Mrs. James H. Tufts. 

Chairman of the Home Committee — Mrs. Frank Hugh Montgomery. 

Chairman of the Finance Committee — Mrs. Frank R. Lillie. 

Chairman of the Social (House) Committee — Mrs. E. Fletcher Ingals. 

The Executive Committee was completed by the nomination 
from the floor of Mrs. Charles F. Harding, Mrs. William Kent, 
Mr. Samuel Foss, and Mr. William D. MacClintock, in accord- 
ance with the amendment passed earlier in the evening. 

The meeting adjourned. 



may 18, 1905 
After the reading and approving of the minutes of the pre- 
ceding meeting, the address of the evening was given by Mr. 
James Rowland Angell, Professor of Psychology in the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. 
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Mr. Angell's subject was the problem of properly treating 
the moral and physical natures of the young people of high-school 
age, in other words, the general problem of adolescence. Speak- 
ing from the standpoint of a parent interested in the school and 
looking back on his own experience, he felt stimulated to a fresh 
sense of duty in the matter. This was a period of (i) great 
physical changes, which were very remarkable in their nature, as, 
for example, (a) the enlargement of the heart, (b) changes in 
circulation and digestion. In some cases the physical changes 
were very rapid, and therefore must affect the mental and moral 
sides of the young person. This was the reason why this age was 
especially a prey to disease. What should be looked out for: 
(a) The diet. What are we doing in this? How controlled? In 
this respect common-sense was quite as rare as common, (b) 
Sleep. Surely, here we had not a clear conscience, (c) Exercise. 
By this was specified out-of-door exercise, but not athletics. He 
was opposed to contests such as football, in boys of this age, 
although they might be harmless for some boys under some con- 
ditions. In this particular we were on the verge of transition and 
in process of paying bills to the cashier of competitive athletics. 

In addition to the physical changes were (2) mental changes, 
which were tryingly obvious. They were evidenced by an 
upheaval in emotional life, for which there were physiological 
reasons. The girls were irritable and obstinate. The boys were 
self-willed, suspicious, and jealous. All the emotions were not 
bad. Some were very striking in their possibilities, as altruistic 
motives, development of sympathetic interest, larger interests in 
humanity. They must be recognized. We must not bear down 
too hard, but help the young people to form their own lives. 
(3) Emotional and intellectual changes, perhaps rather, reli- 
gious and philosophical interest in life (shown often by scientific 
interest in nature). We must see to it that these interests are 
fed, not left to run wild or become perverted. It was a matter 
that could not be left in the hands of others. (4) Sexual life, 
which unfolds itself in most trying forms. It must be treated 
properly. If not, it will bring ills of all sorts. It cannot be 
slurred over. Only a small fraction of parents strive to meet 
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the dangers. They have no panacea to offer. He urged the 
necessity of meeting the issue frankly with our own children. 

The report of the Executive Committee, for closer co-opera- 
tion between the Parents' Association and the Faculty, was read 
by the secretary, as follows: 

In accordance with the instructions of the preceding meeting to prepare 
plans for closer co-operation between the Parents' Association and the 
teachers, the Executive Committee respectfully submit the following: 

I. That the Parents' Association send representatives to all meetings of 
the Faculties of the University High and Elementary Schools in which sub- 
jects of interest to the Parents' Association are to be discussed. Further, 
that these representatives be the chairmen of the four standing committees. 

II. That the Faculties of the three schools (Elementary, High and 
Teachers' College) send representatives (one from each school) as an 
Advisory Committee to the regular meetings of the Executive Committee of 
the Parents' Association. 

Further, that the Parents' Association, while expressing its appreciation 
of the assistance which has been rendered it on the part of the teachers, 
bespeak their more general interest, not only by attending the meetings, but 
by taking part in the discussions, believing that the full value of the Parents' 
Association, as well as the work of the school, can be reached only by the 
earnest and sincere co-operation of teachers and parents. These recom- 
mendations were unanimously adopted. 

The report in regard to the referendum vote on fraternities in the 
University High School was read by the secretary as follows: 

A canvass of the votes for and against fraternities and sororities in the 
University High School resulted as follows : for, 172 ; against, 389 ; a 
majority against of 217. 

[Signed] Caroline W. Montgomery, Secretary. 
W. D. MacClintock, 
John G. Drennan. 

Mr. Owen called attention to the importance of the action in 
regard to fraternities and its consequences. The Parents' Asso- 
ciation must see if it can devise a larger and better social system. 
Their action against fraternities must be followed by something 
positive, sensible, and definite. The young people did not like to 
lose the pleasant social life they had organized. Something must 
be done. 

Mr. Jackman said that he felt that the matter was very 
important. He thought that there should be a joint committee of 
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parents and students. He should dislike to see the students put 
in a position of waiting for the Parents' Association to do some- 
thing. The meeting should not be adjourned before definite 
action was taken. 

It was voted that the Home Committee of the Parents' Asso- 
ciation, who had in charge the social life of the school, should be 
instructed to appoint a special committee to work with com- 
mittees from the Faculty and students in regard to substitutes for 
fraternities. 

The meeting adjourned. 



